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GoalGoal

• Provide an overview of what have been

successful strategies in reaching out to

and increasing public awareness among

Asian residents in Massachusetts

regarding the impact and warning signals

of problem gambling.



ObjectivesObjectives

• Describe the Massachusetts Asian

Initiative and the planned and

implemented programs.

• Identify key messages to convey in

reaching out to the Asian community.



Mass. CouncilMass. Council’’s Asian Initiatives Asian Initiative

• Develop and deliver culturally relevant

services through service providers

• Provide access to the Council and its

services

• Increase the awareness of problem

gambling in the Asian community



The ChallengesThe Challenges

• Ambiguous definition & attitude

• Myth about gambling

• The Council is relatively unknown

to the Asian community

• Limited resources



From EngagementFrom Engagement

- Assemble advisory committees

   - Focus group events

- Outreach efforts: field surveys, giveaways

     sponsorships at major cultural events

   - Information via media outlets



Chinese Newspaper AD Campaign: June through July 2007Chinese Newspaper AD Campaign: June through July 2007



MBTA Bi-lingual Ad Campaign: June through July 2007MBTA Bi-lingual Ad Campaign: June through July 2007



To EmpowermentTo Empowerment

   - Capacity-building workshops

   - Partnership with community-based

     organizations

   - Volunteer recruitment

   - Internship opportunity



Key messagesKey messages

• Gambling is not a risk-free activity

• It’s a game of chance

• It impacts everyone in the community

• It’s a health issue, not a moral issue

• It’s a behavior disorder & it can be addictive

• It’s treatable and recovery is possible

• Help is available; confidentiality is guaranteed

• Lie/Bet screening questions
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